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YOUNG ADULT CORRECTIONS FACILITY — SERCO CONTRACT 

739. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Minister for Corrective Services: 

I have a supplementary question, given that the minister will not table the public sector cost comparator. In order 
to create some competitive tension in the tender process and benchmark the single tender the government 
received—the Serco bid—why did the minister not ask the department to also tender for that contract? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

By doing a public sector comparator, effectively — 

Mr F.M. Logan: Who did it and why won’t you table it? 

The SPEAKER: Members for Cockburn and Girrawheen! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The member for Cockburn was the minister for a while and he understands how these 
things go. 

Mr F.M. Logan: You did it and you — 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: What he does not understand is innovation! 

Mr F.M. Logan: What you don’t understand is telling the truth! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn, I formally call you to order for the first time today. Member for 
Girrawheen, I do not know if you are talking to yourself, talking to the minister or talking to other people in this 
place, but I am going to ask you to stop talking. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: If members want an answer to this question, I ask that they cease interjecting. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The whole idea of a public sector comparator is a comparison to the public sector being 
able to — 

Mr F.M. Logan: Then table it! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: No; I will not table it, because it is not practice and — 

Mr F.M. Logan: You’re gutless—that’s why! You’re gutless! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn, I formally call you to order for the second time today.  

Members, this is why we sometimes make slow progress in question time—continual and unnecessary 
interjections.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I will finish by saying that we put every effort into the contractual process. We take a very, 
very meticulous approach to how we manage private sector involvement with government under public–private 
partnerships. Our record stands in good stead. I do not know that the record for the opposition has stood in good 
stead. I think the opposition’s position is confusing to say the least because the rhetoric does not follow the 
practice. 
 


